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that a review of the court’s decision has 
been allowed and should an appeal of 
this decision be successful, condo 
corporations may be permitted to restrict 
the leasing rights of unit owners.

So what can you do if an Airbnb moves 
into your condo — seek legal advice on the 
topic. Airbnb have yet to be regulated in 
any province, and if you wish to keep these 
types of short-term rentals out of your 
condominium corporation you may need 
to rewrite your bylaws to stop this kind of 
activity from happening in your condo-
minium community.

Until next time …CL

ASK MARIA
By Maria Bartolotti

Q:  Dear Maria: One of the owners 
in my condo is planning on 

renting out his unit to Airbnb. What 
are my options if I don’t want this 
kind of activity in my condo?

A: If you haven’t heard of Airbnb, 
chances are you will — soon. Airbnb 

is a popular website where anyone can list, 
find and rent lodging, it connects people in 
their search for accommodations around 
the world. And like most these service-
oriented apps — like Uber and Lyft — it has 
its pros and cons. 

For Airbnb, accommodations are offered 
by homeowners (referred to as “hosts”) who 
have a spare room or two to rent for short 
periods of time. It may not be much of a 
problem for single-family homeowners,  
but it can be a can of worms in a multi- 
family setting.

Many condominium corporations frown 
upon owners leasing their units through 
Airbnb or similar websites. This can 
become problematic because short-term 
renters have less reason to care for the 
security and safety of the condominium. It 
also brings increased traffic into the 
building, which means more wear and tear, 
which can lead to increased condo fees. 
When an owner opens their door to a 
short-term rental accommodation they are 
also allowing those renters access to all the 
shared facilities and common elements. 

In Alberta, the Condominium Property 
Act and the Court of Queens Bench does 
not support any bylaw, regulation or policy 
to control or prevent a unit owner’s ability 
to lease their unit. It is my understanding 
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