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bylaws to determine what is part of the 
unit and what is common property.

A Real Property report is typically not 
available for conventional condominiums; 
instead, a Condominium Plan serves as an 
assessment of the entire building, and can 
only be registered after the building 
is sufficiently constructed 
to define the unit. 

Bare Land Condo
is an actual plot of 
land that may or 
may not already 
be developed. 
Boundaries 
are defined 
by the 
limitations 
marked on the 
land and identified on 
the Real Property Report if 
developed. The report may identify the 
structure, landscaping, yard, trees and 
garage. Bare land condos are no different 
from a traditional house or townhome. 
A bare land condominium complex may 
look like a neighborhood of single-family 
homes, townhomes or villas. In some bare 
land condos; snow removal, grass cutting 
and maintenance of the exterior is the 
responsibility of the owner to maintain, 
whereas, in other circumstances, the con-
dominium corporation would be responsi-
ble for looking after the exterior main-
tenance. Which then becomes managed 
property. This of course is dependent on 
the configuration of the plan and access. 
Common Property, if there is any, will 
typically be streets or roadways allowing 

ASK MARIA
By Maria Bartolotti

A:If you are considering purchasing 
a condominium I would strongly 

recommend doing some soul-searching 
first to determine what type of condo-
minium suites your lifestyle, needs and 
budget.

More importantly, read the bylaws of the 
condo you want to purchase to determine 
if living in a multi-residential community 
is right for you. Every condominium is 
governed by its own unique rules, regu-
lations and bylaws and not everyone can 
live in a structured environment. 

It is also very important to understand 
the different types of condominiums 
available to you as this will impact how 
much ownership and control you have 
over your asset. 

Conventional Condo is the most 
common type of ownership (example: 
apartment style condo). The unit title rep-
resents a portion of the building and an 
undivided interest in the common prop-
erty. The walls, floors and ceilings define 
each unit/s boundaries. The Titleholder 
of the unit owns and is responsible for 
maintaining everything inside the bound-
aries of the unit. The area outside the 
unit is considered common property, and 
is owned collectively by all unit owners 
(the Condominium Corporation). In some 
cases, a unit’s exterior windows and doors 
are part of the unit, and in some cases 
they are considered common property. 
Always check the condominium plan and 
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access to each unit. Condo fees in a bare 
land condo are typically lower then in a 
conventional condo. Living in a bare land 
also offers you more privacy. 

The above is a small piece on the two 
types on condominium communities. 
Consider all the facts before making a 
decision to live in a condo. Consider your 
lifestyle, your needs and wants, ask ques-
tions and read the bylaws. 

Until next time …�CL

Q:  Dear Maria; What is the dif-
ference between a bare land 

condo and a Conventional condo?
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