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over from the developer to the first condo 
board after it has been elected by owners.

• The amendments will protect owners by 
creating an increased standard of care for 
board members.

• Allow for the removal of board members 
by owners through a vote.

• Empower owners by allowing them to 
call for special general meetings.

Changes affecting condominium boards 
and corporations will come into force on 
January 1, 2018.

The enhanced disclosure rules and 
remedies will apply to sales agreements 
signed on or after April 1, 2018. This 
transition period will ensure that develop-
ers have sufficient time to understand and 
adopt the new rules for sales.

Service Alberta recently held open houses 
in Edmonton, 
Calgary, Red 
Deer, Lethbridge 
and Fort McMur-
ray to talk to 
Albertans about 
condominium 
rules. The 

Government used 
feedback from those 

open houses to 
develop an online 

survey to further inform 
future changes. 

Albertans who are 
involved in the 
condominium 
sector-from owners 

Q: Dear Maria; I heard that the 
Government has announced 

the first stage of changes to the Con-
dominium Property Act? What can 
condo buyers expect?

A: On October 12, 2017, the govern-
ment announced the first stage of 

changes that will better protect Albertans 
when buying a condo including:

• More information is disclosed to buyers 
at the time of purchase, such as a proposed 
budget and a date that the condominium 
will be provided to the buyer.

• Remedies are in place if the occupancy 
date is delayed or if changes that negatively 
affect the value of the condo were made 
during construction.

• Purchasers’ deposits are better protected 
by requiring developers hold these funds in 
trust with a lawyer.

• Government can inspect 
condo developers to make 
sure they are handling 
trust money properly and 
giving buyers the proper 
disclosure.

• New penalties are in 
place for developers who do 
not follow the rules. The first 
stage also works to improve 
condo life for owners 
and boards by 
making improve-
ments that include:

• Mandating key informa-
tion about the condo property is handed 

Maria Bartolotti ACCI, FCCI is the owner-
manager of New Concept Management Inc. She 
has developed a strong reputation for rendering 
timely and efficient services to the condominium 
industry. Maria believes that her company’s success 
hinges on her hands-on approach to condominium 
management as well as maintaining open lines of 
communications with her clientele. Maria is actively 
involved in her industry. For more information, visit 
www.newconceptmanagement.com

Editor’s note: Maria Bartolotti is a board member of the Canadian Condominium 
Institute – Southern Alberta chapter (CCI-SA). CCI represents all participants in 
the condominium community.
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The changes to the Condominium Property Act

and residents, to condo boards, managers 
and developers-are invited to provide 
input.

The next stage of updates to this act will 
address how condo boards govern 
themselves, including insurance require-
ments, voting procedures, and reserve fund 
plans. The Government is currently 
consulting with condominium stakeholders 
about those changes. 

The third stage will establish a condo-
minium dispute tribunal that is intended to 
be an affordable and efficient forum to 
resolve condo disputes between condo 
boards, owners, occupants, and other 
interested parties. Once available, it will 
provide a lower-cost alternative to the 
courts for condo owners. This stage will 
include the determination of the tribunal’s 
jurisdiction and structure.

Finally, condominium managers in 
Alberta will be licensed and regulated by 
the Real Estate Council of Alberta. For 
more information about the project to 
establish licensing for Alberta’s condomini-
um management industry, please visit 
RECA’s Condominium Manager Regula-
tion.

We will continue to bring you updates to 
the Condominium Property Act as it 
happens. 

Until next time… CL
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