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coverage for the condominium 
corporation at date of issue.

As a potential purchaser, you should 
know that any unpaid monthly contribu-
tions or debits owning, belongs to the unit 
not the previous owner, and a buyer would 
be responsible to pay all outstanding 
arrears against the unit. The corporation 
cannot later ask the buyer to make up the 
arrears in the sellers account and the onus 
would be on you as the buyer. 

The cost of the Estoppel Certificate can 
vary in price at the discretion of the 
management company or the corporation. 

In today’s world of technology, the 
Estoppel Certificate can be provided in 
any format acceptable to the person 

ASK MARIA
By Maria Bartolotti

Q: Maria, what is the importance 
of an Estoppel Certificate and 

do I need to purchase one?

A:First it is important to understand 
what an Estoppel Certificate is. 

An Estoppel certificate is a snap shot of 
the condominium unit, its corporation and 
the common property. It is intended to 
give a purchaser of aunit specific informa-
tion so they can make an informed 
decision prior to purchasing the condo 
unit. 

The certificate is significant because the 
condo corporation is estopped. Meaning, 
the facts are true and accurate as present-
ed in the document as of the date of issue.

In Alberta, the Estoppel certificate 
outlines some of the following details. 

• The current monthly condo fee and 
when it is due.

• The party responsible for the collec-
tion of the condo fee. Be it the Board 
or a management company.

• If there are condo fee arrears and any 
outstanding interest due on the 
unpaid condo fees.

• If there is any penalties assessed 
against the individual unit owner.

• If there is any upcoming special 
assessments due of date of issue or 
special assessments outstanding on 
the unit.

• If there is any judgment or known 
litigation against the condominium 
corporation.

• If there are any debts or claimed 
interest in the common property.

• The amount and proof of Insurance 
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The devil is in the details; or for condos, in the Estoppel Certificate
THE ESTOPPEL CERTIFICATE

Editor’s note: Maria 
Bartolotti is a board 
member of the Canadian 
Condominium Institute – 
Southern Alberta chapter 
(CCI-SA). CCI represents 
all participants in the con-
dominium community.

authorized to request the Estoppel. This 
can include paper, electronic, fax, mail or 
any agreed upon format. 

Know the facts before you purchase, and 
request the Estoppel Certificate. 

Until next time...  CL
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