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each one has uniqueness about it. In other 
words, each condo corporation has different 
expenses. Some condos may have more 
factors contributing to increased fees, while 
others may have very little.

For example; an aging building can 
require more upkeep along with moderniza-
tion of common area components; such as, 
elevators, boilers, plumbing, access control 

Q: Dear Maria; I’ve been told that 
my condo fees are higher than 

most condos in the neighborhood. 
How do I determine what a reason-
able maintenance fee is?

A: That’s a pretty loaded question. In 
my personal opinion there really is 

no such thing as a “reasonable” condo fee. 
Now, hear me out… many factors such as 
amenities; utilities, number of units, loca-
tion, age of building, reserve fund/study/
plan, security, and type of maintenance can 
contribute to high or increased condo fees. 
These are just a few factors that go into 
determining the condo fee. 

Whenever I’m asked this 
question, I tell people not to 
compare their condo to others in 
the city since no two 
condos are ever the 
same, and 
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systems or outdated intercom systems. 
These types of maintenance and/or 
replacement work can drive up the price of 
condo fees. 

The same can be true for newer build-
ings. In November 2016, I wrote about the 
new building bylaw that came into effect on 
June 20, 2016. (www.newconceptmanage-
ment.com/blog).

The City of Calgary’s Building Mainte-
nance Bylaw is aimed at better protecting 
the public by requiring the exterior of 
Calgary’s buildings to be visually assessed 
for necessary repairs every five years. The 
bylaw covers buildings that are five storeys 
or greater and over 10 years old and will 
require visual assessments on building 
exterior walls and roofs. 

Any negative findings in these inspec-
tions will likely result in the need for 
repairs, which in turn will be passed on to 
residents in added condo fees.

Condo fees are not meant to remain the 
same through the life of the property, if they 
do, you should be questioning why? If you 
purchase a condo, ensure that you have 
additional money set a side for the unex-
pected. Condo living is a lifestyle choice, 
but — like all other choices — there are 
consequences you have to be aware of. 

Until next time… CL
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