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• Renovation guidelines: 
installation of hardwood 
flooring may require extra 
soundproofing, etc.

• Pets: whether 
they’re allowed, how 
many and types are 
allowed, whether 
board approval is 
required, etc.

• Age Restrictions: 
whether there is a 
minimum age to live in 
the building, whether 
children are allowed, etc.

• Aesthetic restrictions: colour of 
window coverings, whether planters are 
allowed on balconies, etc.

• Parking restrictions: types of vehicles 
that can be parked, visitor parking rules, etc.

• Use of amenities: hours of operation, 
maintenance standards, visitor policies, etc.

• Condo governance: electing board 
members, meeting schedule, voting 
procedures, bylaw amendments, etc.

• Bylaw enforcement: penalties for not 
following the condo bylaws.

I’m hoping that before you moved into 
your condo, that you received a copy of the 
bylaws with your purchase package, if not, I 
encourage you to contact your manage-
ment company and order a set along with 
any policies your condo corporation may 
have. 

Your board may require you to fill out a 
pre-approval renovation guideline before 
proceeding with any renovations or 
modifications inside your unit. A well-de-

ASK MARIA
By Maria Bartolotti

Q: Dear Maria; Can I renovate my 
condo? I just purchased into a 

small condominium building on the 
south side of the city, the owners I’ve 
met so far seem to be pretty nice, and 
the Board seems extremely lax. I love 
my condo and certainly do not want 
to do anything to violate the bylaws 
of the condominium, what do I need 
to know before I renovate?

A: Good question, and thank you for 
taking the time to ask. The first and 

most important thing to do is to read the 
Bylaws of your Condominium Corporation. 
All condominiums have a set of bylaws, 
which set out the rules and regulations that 
govern the corporation. They are a legal 
binding obligation of the owners and occu-
pants in a condominium. 

In essence, a good set of bylaws governs 
how the condominium corporation is run. 
They often address matters such as the 
election and practices of the board of 
directors, the collection of contributions, 
and how rules are passed. Rules often 
supplement the bylaws. The rules focus on 
the day-to-day concerns of condo living to 
help ensure it is a pleasant and attractive 
place to live or work.

Condominium bylaws also govern the 
condominium complex and every condo-
minium is legally required to have a set of 
bylaws and to enforce them. Bylaws apply 
to all owners in a condominium, as well as 
anyone renting or visiting the condomini-
um. Bylaws can cover a wide variety of 
issues, including but not limited to:
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Check your condo bylaws before renovating your suite
RENOVATING YOUR CONDO

Editor’s note: Maria 
Bartolotti is a board 
member of the Canadian 
Condominium Institute – 
Southern Alberta chapter 
(CCI-SA). CCI represents 
all participants in the con-
dominium community.

veloped guideline, will give 
you the bases you need 

before pre-approval 
will be granted such 

as; permits, 
soundproofing, 
do’s and don’ts of 
what can be 
renovated or 
modified along 

with appropriate 
times you can 

renovate. You don’t 
want to be banging away 

in your unit when your 
neighbours are sleeping. Or have 

hardwood floors installed and then find out 
your condo’s bylaws only allow for carpet 
flooring.

These are just a few things to be aware of. 
Not reading the bylaws, speaking to your 

condo manager and or filling out the 
pre-approval form can cost you a lot of 
headaches and money in the longer. Always 
best to ask before you take the plunge.

Until next time… CL
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