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hide and wait for vehicles to enter and exit 
the parkade. Are you able to add more 
light in this area? Put up mirrors or some 
sort of chain link fence to keep strangers 
out of this area. 

•	 Are there broken windows that need to be 
repaired around the building. Believe it or 
not, broken windows attract crime. Ensure 
the exterior and interior of the building is 
well maintained.

Parkade and underground lots
•	 The most common problem in buildings is 

parkade break-ins. We’ve all seen the 
signs “Wait for the overhead door to close 
securely behind you” and yet, the one that 
get’s ignored the most. Always a good 
reminder to ensure that you wait for the 

overhead door to shut com-
pletely before proceed-

ing to your destina-
tion. You never 
know who can be 
lurking behind you. 

•	 Always a good idea to never leave 
valuables in plain sight in your car. Secure 
your vehicle from thieves by using “The 
Club” or similar devices. Visit the Alberta 
Motor Associations website www.ama.
ab.ca for more safety tips.

exits and stairwells
•	 Know the location of all 

fire exits and stairwells in 
your building; this 
includes indoor parking and storage areas. 
If your buildings garage is equipped with 
panic buttons knowing the locations of 
those buttons can help you respond 
quickly in an emergency.

Ask MAriA
By Maria Bartolotti

Q : Can you provide us with 
some security tips for our 

condominium?

A: Living in a condo is very different 
from living in a single-family 

home and although some safety tips 
are the same, there are a few different 
considerations that should be taken when 
living in a multi-family setting. Please keep 
in mind that these are simply suggestion.

Have you met tHe neigHbours 
•	 I get it, were all busy, but getting acquaint-

ed with your neighbours will give you a 
better sense of whose coming and going in 
the building. Also, taking the time to 

create a sense of community in 
your building can go a long way 
towards increasing security. 
Residents are also more likely 
to report any incidentals or 
strange behavior that they see 

to the condominium manage-
ment company.

exterior of tHe building
•	 As a condo manager, I always review the 

exterior of the building with my boards to 
tackle any areas that might pose a 
concern. Are hedges and trees trimmed 
back as to not cause a safety concern or a 
hiding place for strangers.

•	 Is the exterior of the building well lit? 
What type of lights do you have at your 
entrances? White or light-coloured 
exteriors can also go a long way to 
enhancing visual levels. 

•	 Check the area around the overhead 
garage door. Is there places thieves can 
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Here’s some tips to keep you and your neighbours safe in a condo
SAFety FIrSt

graffiti Prevention
•	 A common occurrence on condominium 

exterior surface walls and I’ve been told, 
it is a sign to criminals that your building 
may be easy to 
break into. Never 
leave graffiti too 
long, clear it off at 
the first possible 
chance. 

intercoms
•	 Do you know whom you are letting into 

your building? If not, why are you 
buzzing them in? This is one of the 

biggest complaints we get: 
people being let into the 
building without residents 
knowing who they are. 
Remember, you could be 
letting a criminal enter 
your home. 

I hope the above will give you a few 
helpful tips, and remember using common 
sense will go along way in keeping you and 
your condominium community safe. Until 
next time… cl

EXIT

Editor’s note: Readers are 
encouraged to ask their most 
confounding condo questions 
to our resident condo 
specialist: Maria Bartolotti.
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