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A:If you follow my column; then 
you’ve heard me say this before; 

if a Board is considering a special 
assessment you can rest assured that this 
is absolutely their last resort, and before 
making the big announcement, they 
would have looked into all their options 
first. Remember, a special assessment will 
impact the Board just as much as it will 
impact you.

I understand the predicament that this 
puts you in and special assessments are 
never fun, but the money is going towards 
a greater purposes. I commend the Board 
for making this tough decision. I’m certain 
it was not easy on their part.

A Special Assessment is levied when the 
operating funds of the Condominium 
Corporation are insufficient to meet the 

ASK MARIA
By Maria Bartolotti

Q:Dear Maria — I recently received a notice from our condo 
management company that the board has approved a 

special assessment in the amount of $80,000. The money will be 
put towards the replacement of two boilers and the cost of fixing 
the front walkway, which is needed. 

Unfortunately, our reserve fund is not properly funded and 
will not support the cost of the repairs and improvements, and 
to boot, we are a small condo of 10 units. This will be our second 
assessment in over two years and I cannot afford to keep paying 
these large amounts. 

I love the condo that I live in but I’m afraid that my bank 
account does not see things the same way I do. Is there anything I 
can do to avoid paying the Special Assessment? 

Maria Bartolotti A.C.C.I, F.C.CI. is the owner-
manager of New Concept Management Inc. She 
has developed a strong reputation for rendering 
timely and efficient services to the condominium 
industry. Maria believes that her company’s success 
hinges on her hands-on approach to condominium 
management as well as maintaining open lines of 
communications with her clientele. Maria is actively 
involved in her industry. For more information, visit 
www.newconceptmanagement.com

Do condo owners have to pay a special assessment and why?
THE SPECIAL ASSESSMENT QUANDARY

Editor’s note: Maria 
Bartolotti is a board 
member of the Canadian 
Condominium Institute – 
Southern Alberta chapter 
(CCI-SA). CCI represents 
all participants in the con-
dominium community.

Corporation’s needs. This is a contribution 
that is due and payable upon the terms 
dictated in the Board’s resolution. 

In the event a Special Assessment goes 
unpaid, the Corporation may register a 
Caveat against the Unit. It further has the 
authority to commence legal proceedings, 
including foreclosure proceedings, to 
recover the amount owing. It is possible 
your mortgagee may choose to pay the 
amount owing, which may be considered a 
default under the mortgage and lead to 
foreclosure proceedings being commenced 
by the bank.

I would recommend that before making 
the choice not to pay an assessment that 
you consider the facts above and make the 
right decision.

Until next time… CL
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