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A few potted plants or 
having flower gardens 
around the common property 
is a great way to add appeal to 
your condo.

WINDOWS 
Depending on the cost, budget 
and on the corporations 
need, having the inaccessi-
ble exterior windows of the 
building washed, is a great 
way to remove dirt and film from 
the winter season. Since not all condos can 
afford to clean the exterior windows 
yearly, we recommend that they be 
cleaned every second or third year in an 
apartment building. 

HALLWAYS 
Annual or semi-annual cleaning of the 
common hallway carpets, will ensure 
allergens and dirt are removed from the 
carpet keeping it smelling and looking 
clean. 

AIR VENTS 
Dirty and broken air vents or air ducts can 
contribute to poor air quality, fire hazards 
or birds nesting in the vents. Hiring a 
company to clean these items will help 
keep dust, dirt and debris to a minimal.

EAVES AND GUTTERS 
If you live in a condo, it’s hard to see but 
keeping the eaves and gutters cleaned and 
maintained can save you money in costly 
repairs. Eaves help redirect water away 
from your foundation; it helps from 

ASK MARIA
By Maria Bartolotti

Q:Maria — Is spring cleaning 
needed for condominium 

buildings, and what particular areas 
should be focused on?

A: As the end of the winter season 
slowly approaches, condo boards 

and condo management companies 
are focusing their attention on spring 
maintenance projects. 

The saying is true “never judge a book 
by its cover.” But lets face it, most of us do. 
A condominium corporation that has not 
been maintained is not only an eye sore, 
but can actually lower the resale value of 
an individual unit. 

In saying that, I understand that some 
condos have budget restraints that may 
not allow them to invest a lot of money on 
spring projects. 

Here are a few helpful tips that can go a 
long way to ensure that your condo is 
maintained and looking sharp for the 
spring and summer season.

LAWNS 
Have the gravel removed from the turf and 
sidewalks. Blow out beds and tree wells to 
clean out leaf litter & remove non-woody 
plant material. Power raking the turf and 
adding fertilizer brings life back to the sod.

Regular mowing and upkeep of the lawn 
and tree wells goes a long way in having it 
look good. 

Having your maintenance person or 
landscape company remove the gravel from 
the lot helps to ensure that dirt and gravel is 
not being tracked into the building causing 
damage to carpets, mats or tiled areas.
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damaging the fascia. When gutters are not 
maintained properly it could lead to 
excessive water flooding. Gutters should 
be cleaned every two years. 

There are so many different types of 
spring projects you can do above the 
regular maintenance as list above from, 
roof repairs, deck and fence painting to list 
a few. It’s important for a Board to meet 
with their property manager to discuss 
their needs for the season and ensure that 
they have budget correctly ahead of time 
to have these items addressed. 

I hope the above will give you small 
insight into spring maintenance for your 
condo. Until next time…. CL
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